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Personent Hodie (1582) Anonymous, arr. Lara Hoggard

Magnificat a 4 in C major, CW E22 (1760) Johann Christian Bach (1735-1782)
Noél from Symphonic Sketches No.2 (1904) George W. Chadwick (1854—-1931)

A Most Wonderful Christmas (2006) arr. Robert Sheldon (b. 1954)

A Symphony of Carols (1997) arr. Randol A. Bass (b.1953)
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The medieval carol, Personent Hodie, carries with it the echoes of the 14th century,
steeped in the sacred traditions of Latin hymnody. First appearing in the Piae
Cantiones, a Finnish collection of songs, it quickly spread across Europe, lending its
jubilant energy to celebrations of Christ’s birth. Lara Hoggard’s arrangement
transforms the piece into a stately march, layering rich harmonies and instrumental
textures that evoke the solemn yet joyous spirit of medieval Christmas celebrations.
The interplay of voices and instruments in this arrangement provides a stirring
glimpse into the musical pageantry of the Middle Ages, offering a festive prelude to
the holiday season.

Johann Christian Bach’s Magnificat is a shining example of the galant style,
characterized by its clear melodies and elegant phrasing. Composed during Bach’s
tenure at the Milan Cathedral, the piece showcases his mastery of liturgical
composition. This Magnificat unfolds in five movements, weaving together the
refined grace of the period with moments of reflective solemnity and jubilant
celebration. Written for choir, orchestra, and soloists, the work reflects Bach’s ability
to balance complexity and accessibility, blending the sacred and the serene into a
timeless masterpiece.

Noél, the second movement of George Whitefield Chadwick’s Symphonic Sketches,
paints a serene and introspective portrait of the nativity. Chadwick drew inspiration
from Dvotak’s New World Symphony, particularly the second movement’s haunting
English horn solo. Similarly, Noél features lyrical wind passages, supported by lush
string harmonies and understated brass, creating an ethereal atmosphere. Chadwick
was a leading figure of the Second New England School, and his works often
bridged European Romanticism with emerging American idioms. This piece invites
you into a tranquil, reflective space, evoking the quiet wonder of a Christmas Eve
long ago.

Brimming with holiday cheer, Robert Sheldon’s A Most Wonderful Christmas is a
vibrant medley of beloved Christmas songs, artfully arranged for orchestra.
Featuring favorites such as Winter Wonderland, I'll Be Home for Christmas, and
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas, Sheldon’s arrangement captures the essence
of the season. Bright brass fanfares, shimmering strings, and playful percussion bring
these timeless melodies to life, creating a festive, heartwarming experience for

everyone. This piece serves as a joyful reminder of the power of music to bring
people together, celebrating the magic of the holidays.

Randol Bass’s Symphony of Carols is a vibrant orchestral and choral work
commissioned by the Dallas Symphony in 1997 and dedicated to the legendary film
composer John Williams. Designed as a seamless suite, the piece weaves together six
carols into a symphonic form that evokes the structure of a four-movement choral
symphony. Featuring Chanticleer (English), Pat-a-Pan / Fum, Fum, Fum (French /
Spanish), Stille Nacht / Still, Still, Still (German / English), and Adeste Fideles
(Latin / English), the work transitions effortlessly between cultural traditions and
musical textures, offering a powerful and moving conclusion to our program tonight.
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